
 

 

Stanbridge Ltd 
Leaders in Infection Control Equipment for 70 Years 

 
 

 

Stanbridge Limited Unit 78, Powder Mill Road, Questor Park, Dartford, Kent DA1 1JA 
Telephone: +44 (0) 1689 806500              
Email:         admin@stanbridge.co.uk           www.stanbridge.co.uk 
Registered in England and Wales No. 570388    Registered Office: as above  
VAT No. 335 8708 35 
 

 
 
 

 
FO58 – V5 

 
WHY MIGHT YOUR SLUICE ROOM LAYOUT BE BREAKING 

INFECTION CONTROL RULES 
 
In the fight against infections in care homes and hospitals, every detail matters. Ensuring they 
have a sluice room dedicated to human waste disposal is critical, but equally as important, yet 
so often overlooked is a compliant layout. Neglecting the design of a sluice room can lead to 
higher infection risks and lower infection control standards. 
 
Have you looked at the sluice room layout for your project? Here are a few critical areas that 
could impact infection control procedures: 
 

• No sluice room process – The sluice room process is vital, whether you’re entering the 
room to dispose of waste or to retrieve clean utensils, the clean must always be kept 
away from the dirty. Sluice rooms can be all shapes and sizes and ensuring that it is laid 
out correctly to stop cross-contamination is crucial, especially in compacted areas 
where risk is higher. You can view our sluice room process below: 
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• Incorrect equipment or placement – Placement of equipment, especially handwashing 
facilities, is paramount in stopping the spread of infection. They should be located as 
close to the exit as possible to ensure thorough cleaning before leaving the room. All 
sluice rooms should contain a handwash basin, soap and hand towel dispenser, bedpan 
washer disinfector and a drying rack for reusable utensils. 

 
• Insufficient ventilation – There are airborne pathogens and unpleasant odours to deal 

with in a sluice room, therefore, it’s important to have adequate ventilation. The 
installation of an extractor fan will eradicate offensive odours and prevent them from 
entering other areas of the building and causing upset to patients or residents. Air 
sterilisers are a great way to combat airborne pollutants and harmful pathogens.  

 
• Incorrect materials – The materials used to cover the walls of a sluice room should be 

wipeable and free from joins, cracks or crevices which could harbour bacteria and allow 
a breeding ground to develop. Stainless steel is an ideal material for sluice room surfaces 
and fixtures. It’s strong, easy to clean and disinfect, and resistant to corrosion. 

  
Having a well-designed sluice room layout will significantly reduce the risk of infections, keeping 
staff, residents and visitors safe. Integrating best practices in layout, ventilation, and workflow 
into the design of these areas is essential to maintaining high standards of cleanliness and 
infection prevention in care homes and healthcare settings.  
 
Contact us today to book a free site survey. We’re here to help you ensure your sluice room 
project meets the highest infection control efforts.  
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